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106TH INFANTRY DIVISION

World War II

Activated: 15 March 1943. Overseas: 10 November 1944. Campaigns: Northern France, Rhineland,
Ardennes-Alsace. Days of combat: 63. Distinguished Unit Citations: 1. Awards: DSC-6 ; DSM-1; SS-
77; LM-9; SM-26 ; BSM-352 ; AM-10. Commanders: Maj. Gen. Alan W. Jones (15 M^ch 1943-22
December 1944), Brig. Gen. Herbert T. Penin (22 December 1944-8 February 1945), Maj. GenDonald
A. Stroh (February 1945-August 1945), Brig. Gen. Francis A. Woolfley (August 1945 to inactivation).
Returned to U. S. : 1 October 1945. Inactivated: 2 October 1945.

Combat Chronicle

The 106th Infantry Division arrived in England, 17November 1944, and trained briefly, then moved to
France, 6 December. It relieved the 2d Infantry Division in the Schnee Eifel on the 11th. The Von
Rundstedt attack was thrown in force at the 106th on 16 December. The 422d and 423d Infantry
Regiments were encircled and cutoff from the remainder of the Division by ajunction of enemy forces
in thevicinity of Schonberg. They regrouped for a counterattack butwere blocked by theenemy andlost
to the Division, 18 December. The rest of the Division withdrew from St. Vith on the 21st under
constant enemy fire and pulled back over the Saint River at Vielsalm, 23 December. On the 24th, the
424th Regiment attached to the 7thArmored Division fought a delaying action at Manhay until ordered
to an assembly area. From 25 December 1944 to 9 January 1945, the Division received reinforcements
and supplies at Anthisnes, Belgium, and returned to the struggle, securing objectives along the Ennal-
Logbierme line on the 15th after heavy fighting. After being pinched out by advancing divisions, the
106th assembled at Stavelot on the 18th for rehabilitation and training. It moved to the vicinity of
Hunningen, 7 February, for de-

571

fensive patrols and training. In March, the424th advanced along tilehigh ground between Berk and the
Simmer River andwasagain pinched outat Olds on the 7th. A period of training andpatrolling followed
until 15 March when the Division moved to St. Quenlin for rehabilitationand the reconstruction of lost
units. For the remainder of its stay in Europe, the 106th handled prisoners of war enclosures and
engaged in occupational duties.

Assignments in the ETO^

29November 1944: Vin Corps, FirstArmy, 12th Army Group. 20December 1944:XVHI (Abn) Corps,
First Army (attached to the British 21st Army Group), 12A Army Group. 18 January 1945: XVIII
(Abn) Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group. 6 February 1945: V Corps. 10 March 1945: Fifteenth
Army, 12th Army Group. 15 April 1945: Fifteenth Army, 12th Army Group, but attached to the
Advanced Section, Communications Zone.

General

Nickname: Golden Lion Division. Shoulderpatch: A golden lion's face on a blue circular background
encircled by white and then red borders respectively. Association: 106th Infantry Division, Inc., 237
South Manning Boulevard, Albany 3, N. Y. (D. S. Price, president). Publications: History of the 106th
Infantry Division; by unit members; The Infantry Journal, Washington 6, D, C.; 1947. Pictorial Review;
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by unit members; Albert Love Enterprises, Atlanta 2, Ga.; 1944. CUB, published in newspaper form in
training after VE-day overseas, and resumed in magazine form by the 106th Infantry Division
Association after inactivation of the division. The 106th; U. S. Army Forces in the European Theater;
Paris, P. Dupont, 1945. 31 pp.

*See footnote, 1st Infantry Division.
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[Nota Bene: These combat chronicles, current as ofOctober 1948,are reproducedfrom TheArmy
Almanac: ABookofFacts Concerning theArmy ofthe UnitedStates, U.S. GovernmentPrinting Office,
1950, pp. 510-592.]
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106TH INFANTRY DIVISION

World War II

Activated: 15 March 1943. Overseas: 10 November 1944. Campaigns: Northern France, Rhineland,
Ardennes-Alsace. Days ofcombat: 63. Distinguished Unit Citations: 1. Awards: DSC-6 , DSM-1, SS-
77; LM-9; SM-26 ; BSM-352 ; AM-10. Commanders: Maj. Gen. Alan W. Jones (15 M^ch 1943-22
December 1944), Brig. Gen. Herbert T. Perrin (22 December 1944-8 February 1945), Maj . GenDonald
A. Stroh (February 1945-August 1945), Brig. Gen. Francis A. Woolfley (August 1945 to inactivation).
Returned to U. S.: 1 October 1945.Inactivated: 2 October 1945.

Combat Chronicle

The 106th Infantry Division arrived in England, 17 November 1944, and trained briefly, then moved to
France, 6 December. It relieved the 2d Infantry Division in the Schnee Eifel on the 11th. The Von
Rundstedt attack was thrown in force at the 106th on 16 December. The 422d and 423d Infantry
Regiments were encircled and cut off from the remainder of the Division by ajunction of enemy forces
in the vicinity ofSchonberg. They regrouped for acounterattack but were blocked by the enemy and lost
to the Division, 18 December. The rest of the Division \^dthdrew from St. Vith on the 21st under
constant enemy fire and pulled back over the Saint River at Vielsalm, 23 December. On the 24th, the
424th Regiment attached to the 7th Armored Division fought adelaying action at Manhay until ordered
to an assembly area. From 25 December 1944 to9 January 1945, the Division received reinforcements
and supplies at Anthisnes, Belgium, and returned to the struggle, securing objectives along Ae Ennal-
Logbierme line on the 15th afler heavy fighting. After being pinched out by advancing divisions, the
106th assembled at Stavelot on the 18th for rehabilitation and training. It moved to the vicinity of
Huimingen, 7 February, for de-
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fensive patrols and training. In March, the 424th advanced along tile high ground between Berk and the
Simmer River and was again pinched out at Olds on the 7th. Aperiod oftraining and patrolling followed
until 15 March when the Division moved to St. Quenlin for rehabilitation and the reconstruction of lost
units. For the remainder of its stay in Europe, the 106th handled prisoners of war enclosures and
engaged in occupational duties.

Assignments in the ETO*

29 November 1944: Vm Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group. 20 December 1944: XVm (Abn) Corps,
First Army (attached to the British 21st Army Groiip), 12th Army Group. 18 January 1945. XVUI
(Abn) Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group. 6 February 1945: V Corps. 10 March 1945: Fifteenth
Amy, 12th Army Group. 15 April 1945: Fifteenth Amy, 12th Amy Group, but attached to the
Advanced Section, Communications Zone.

General

Nickname: Golden Lion Division. Shoulder patch: Agolden lion's face on a blue cir^l^ background
encircled by white and then red borders respectively. Association: 106th Infantry Division, Inc., 237
South Manning Boulevard, Albany 3, N. Y. (D. S. Price, president). Publications: History ofthe 106th
Infantry Divisionj by unit members; The Infantry Journal, Washington 6, D. C.; 1947. Pictorial Review,
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A Soldier's Story

May 18 has been set aside for the remembrance ofour American Arm^ Forces. Tins
week the Fairfield County Museum will exhibit the belongings ofaFairfield boy who ehome to arrive in Luxembourg at the &st onslaught ofthe Battle ofthe Bidgem
December of 1944. He did not live to see the end ofhis first week on foreign soil, dymg
afew days before Christmas on the 16*^. Two regiments ofhis division were taken as
prisoners by the Germans until the end ofthe war.

From his early boyhood, WiUiam Boyce Brice dreamed ofgetting an appointinent to
West Point. He was the Salutatorian ofthe 1936graduating class at Mt. Zion, ahighly
motivated achiever in the last class to graduate from the old 1920s brick buildmg tot
burned to the ground twenty years ago. When his appointment to the milit^ ac^emy
did not iTBitCTia1i7£, he began his studies at Eiskine College, movmg on to West Pomt
after his sophomore year in Due West. During his first class year at the Awdemy, he
attainwt the high rank ofcadet captain. Upon graduation, he vm comi^sioned mthe
infantry and took his first and ultimate assignment with the 106 Division.

Boyce was bom in 1919 and giew up in Winnsboto's Zion street neightorhood. His
widowed mother, Mrs. Eugene D. Brice, raised four boys and three girls in the ancient
James Carlisle house on the west comer ofWashington and Zion Sts. beside the
Methodists' graveyard. The Scots-Irish Brices were Fairfield County wttlers who were
given land grants in the old Douglas community just after the Revolutioa Boyce's
grandfather had practiced law in the then-flourishing rural community, his father movmg
intotownto settle in the Carlisle house in 1923.

Classmate J.M. "Brother" Lyles remembers how Boyce helped with to fiunily finances
by delivering to State Newspaper. He and his brother made quick deliveries from acart
puUed by to femily's pet Shetland pony. Two ofhis sisters. Misses Zelma and l^unce,
never married and stayed on in the old house until toy went to nursing homes. Mr. and
Mrs. Ross Burton bought to house from to estate in to 1990s, finding tore atrunk
containing Boyce's medals, correspondence, and West Point uniform. These items will be
ondisplay at the museum throughout the summer.

The body ofLieutenant W. Boyce Brice is buried in the United States Miiita^
Cemetery in Neuville-en-Condroz, which is located nine miles southwest ofLiege,
Belgium.
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Hie Battle of die Bulge which lasted fiom December
16,1944to January 28, \9AS-viaiihslargettbmdbatUeQf
WorldWarII in whidi the VotedStatapartie^ated.
More than a million men fought in this battle including
some 600,000 Getmans, S00,000 Americans, and SS,000
&itish. The Gennan militaiy force consistedoftwo
Armieswith ten corps(eqoalto 29 divisions).Whilethe
Americanmilitary force consisted ofa total of three armies
with six corps(equalto 31 divisions).At the conclusionof
the battle die casualties were as follows: 81,000 U.S. with
19,000 killed. 1400 British with 200 killed, and 100,000
Germanskilled,woundedor captured.

Search Now: ^ Germany wasclearly losing diewar. The
I I Russian Red Army was steadily closing inon the Eastem
— fiont while Gennan cides were being devastated by intense

IAmerican bombing. TheItalian peninsula hadbeen
Icaptured and liberated, and die Allied armies were
adrancing rapidly throughFrance and die Low Countries.
Hider knew the end was near if somethingcouldn'tbe done
to slow the Alliedadvance.He sooncame q>with a plan to
do this.

In Septemberof 1944 Wilhehn Kertel and Alfred Jodie
attendeda meetingat Hitler'sheadquartersin East Prussia.
AtwhichtimeHitler gavea status of Germany'scurrent
military posidoiL Dur^g this meeting Hitier presented
Jodie with the task ofcoming iq> with astrat^ic plan for a
major ofEenstve on the Western fiottL Hitler assigned die
attack to be somewhere between die Aachan area and the
southernLuxembourg-France boundary.This locationwas
hivorablebecausethere was only one armoredand four U.
S. inhtntrydivisions at this location.Dietridi's Sixth
Panzer-Aimee wouldset out from a smalltowntwenty
miles southeast ofAachan. Mauteuffel's Fifdte Panzeri'ium
wouldlaunchfixnn ScheeEifel plateau.Bramdemburget's
Seventh Armee would launch itselffix>mthe south close to
the Siegfiied Line. The Sixdi and Fifdi armies would drive
to Antwerp, withthe Sevendi andotherunitsprotecting die
flank. At^s meeting Hitler planned tolaunch the
offensive between November 20 and November 30. He
was confident the Allies would not be able to react in time
to stop the offensive.His plan was dependentuponspeed
and accuraqr. The speed would be providedvia the terrain
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The Battle of the Bulge

and the woods would provide the cover. Also key to the
planwastheweather.Hitlerwas hopingthe attackwould
occurduringweatherwhichwouldpreventthe AlliedAir
forces fiom being effective.

The plan HiUerhad requestedwas returnedto him by Jodie
on October9. This plan hadfive passibleavenuesof
attack,with the northernmost comingfrom the area near
Dusseldorffor thirty-onedivbions with one-thirdofthese
consisting ofarmor^infantry. Tteestimation for fiid
calledfor betweenfour andfive millionsofgallonsalong
withfifty trainloads of ammunition. AlsolEtla' enlarged
die plan to mcludedie two northon most attackroutes.

This plan was code named Wacht am Rhein with the
strat^ ofdriving onAntwerp while encircling the Allied
armies west of the Meuse Rivw. IfiUerthou^ the name of
the planwouldconfusethe Alliesinto believingit was a
defensiveoperation.The Ardenneswas selectedas the
locationfor the offensivebecausetheareaprovided
enoughcoverfor a massivebuildupof trorqis and because
it was the location where in 1940 ffitler had initiated a
surprise attadc on France;Hitler believed that by retaking
Antwerp the Allieswouldbecomeirritatedwitheachother
andwould leadto disputes betweenthemembers of the
Allies. He believed the bond between the Allies was
unstableand couldeasilybe diminished. In doingso Hitler
wouldbe able to buy somemuchmeded time to workon
secretweaponsand buildup troops.

Duringthe monthsbetweenOctoberandNovember the
Watch on the Rhine was Roiamed Autumn NfisL Hitler
changeddie name afterseveralof his militarycommanders
tried to convincehim to changedie plans.The
commanders in charge of the offensive,von Runstedt
(Commando' ofthe West), Field Marshall Modelftactical
oommanderX JosefSepp"Dietrich(leaderof the Sixth
Psnzer ArmyXand Hossvon Manteuffel(commanderof
FifthPanzerUnit)all wereskepticalaboutHitler'splaa
Theyfelt that taking Antwerpwas somethmgthatjust
couldnot be acconqilishedby the Germanarmyat the
time.Reld MarshallModelwas quotedas saying"This
planhasn'tgot a damnedlegto stand on".Ifitlerwas
presentedwith a new smalls planwhich changedthe
objectiveto only launchinga smallattack to weakenthe
Allied forces mdiearea n^er dian launching anallout
attackto retakeAntwerp. His general's pleadedwithhim to
diange theplans butHhlo' te^ed.

Many people think that Hitler was unstableby this time in
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the war.Howouldnot listento his advisingconunanders.
An assassinationattempthad been made on his life and this
causedhim to tnist almostno one.Hitler'splan to retake
Antwerpwas irrationalin that the German'swouldhave no
air supportand the suppliesthat they wouldneed were
lacking. Also what HMa erqwctedto result from retaking
Antweqiwas irrational.The bondbetweenthe Allied
powersmi^t not have been strrmg,but drey were
definitely unified in me goal-destroyingdie German
regime.

At 5:30 A.M m December 6,1944 eig^ German armored
divisions and thirteen German infantry dtvsims launched
an all out attack on five dtvuions of the United States 1st
Army.At least657, li^tt, medinm,andheavygunsand
howitzers and 340 mt^ple-rodcet launchers were fired m
Americanpositions.Betweenthe 5th and 6th Panzer
armies whichequaleddeven divisions th^ brokeintothe
Ardennes ihrou^ the Loshcin Gap against theAmerican
divisionsprotectmgthe region.The 6th PanzerArmythen
headed North while the Fi&i Panzer Army wentsoi^
Sixth Panzer army attacked the two southern divisionsof
U. S. V Corps at Etsbom Ridge,but accomplishedlittle. At
the same time die 5di PanzerArmy was attackingthe U. S.
Vm Corpssome 100miles to the south.This cmps was
oneof tlw greenestin Europeat the timeand their lackof
experience was eiqiloitedby the Germans. Th^ were
quickfysurroundedand there were mass surrenders.

On December 17 American7th Armored divisions engaged
Dietrich'sSixthPanzer Armyat SaintVith. Saint Vhh was
a majorroad that led to the MeuseRiver and to Antwerp.
The Americandivisicm was successfulin haltingthe
Gennan advance and this caused the Germans to take a
padi diat was out of the way. This slowed the Germans
down and altered the tuning ofdie German attack plan.
The same day some Americanswere takenprisonerat
Baugnezand wereshot by Colond Peqiei'sunit whileon a
road headed fm Malmeddy.Ofthe 140men taken prisoner
86 were shot and 43 managedto surviveto tell die story of
whathad happened.Rumorsof this event spreadquickly
throughthe /toerican divisionscausingthe Americansto
fightmuch harderand with more resolve.

Bastognewas a strategicpositiimwhichboth the Germans
and Americanswantedto occupy.This lead to a race
between the American 101st Airborne divisions and the
Gennans. The Americans managed to get there first and
occupythe dty. The Gennans were not fitrbehindand
quickfysurroundedand laid si^e to the city. This city was
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an important strategic location forthe Allies because this
city couldbe used as a base to launcha counteroffensivB.
On December22 Germanofficersunder the flag of truce
deliveied a message firom General der Panzertruppe von
LuttwhzCommanderof XLVIlPanzerfaops, donanding
the surrenderof Bastogne. Afterrecdving the message
BrigadierGeneralMcaulifife exclaimed"Aw,nuts"which
washis officialrqily to the requestfor surrender. This
message was delivei^ byJoseph Harper tothe Germans.
He told the Germans it meant they codd all go to Hell.
Withthatdieypartedandthesiegecontinued. Because the
Americansweresurroundedthe only way they couldget
supplies wasby airdrops. Howevo* because itwas the
winterand the weadierwas bad for a long timeplanes
couldnot fly. The Amerwans had to survivethe best they
coulduntil die weatherfinallyclearedup. The Americans
at Bastognewere relievedwhenthe VII Corpsmoved
downaridenlargedthe U. S. line.This allowedPatton's
Third Armyto counterattackthe Germanssurrounding
Bastogne. TheThirdArmywasthenableto pushthe
Germanspast the border ofBastogne.

Bastognewasnot out of dangerhowever,and on
December29 troopsfiomthe 101stAirbornedivisionleft
Bastogneto fi^ the Germans.At diis time the weather
hadclearedupwhichallowed Alliedair supportfor the
first time. At the same time General Hodges 2nd Armored
divisionsrepelledthe 2tidPanzerdivisionshortof the
Meuse River at CcUes.

The Allies launcheda counteroffensive two days beforeftte
New Year. This counterofiensive involved the U.S. Third
Armystrikingto the Northwhilethe U.S.First Army
pushedto the South.Thty weresupposedto meetat the
villageof Houfializeto trap all Germanforce.The
Germansdid not go easilyhoweverand the Americans had
a rou^ time. Day afterday, soldierswallowedftirou^ the
snow.Newspapers wereputunderclothesas added
insulation.

On Januaryfirst.Hitlerlaunched a planhe called"The
GreatBlow."Thegoalof this planwas to eliminateAllied
air power.At 8:00 A.M.Germanfighterairplanesswarmed
over Belgium,Holland,and northernFrance.For more
than two hours Allied airfieldswere bombarded.By 10.-00
A.M.206 aircraftandmanybases layedin ruin.Hitler's
planhad a great deal of damageto Alliedaircraft
However,the price he paidfor this was devastating. The
GermanLuftwaffelost300planesand 253trainedpilots.
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On January8, Hitlerorderedhis troopsto withdrawfrom
the tipof die Bulge.This indicatedthathe had realizedhis
offensive hadfriled.^ January 16,theThirdandFirst
Army hadjoined at Houfifelize. The Allies now controlled
the originalfront On January23, SaintVith was retaken.
Finally,on January28 the Battleof the Bulgewas
ofiSci^y over.

NfichealWenger, "Nuts!The Batde of the Bulge",
Prange Enterprises, 1994,[Book]

7. Chanqi Clark and ValerieMoolman, "The Last Great
Gamble", IVentice Hall Press, 1989, [Book]

The 106thdivisionplayeda majorrole in the successof die
Allies.They were creditedwith holdingthe Germansback,
liming was a major part of the Gennans offensive to break
throughto theMeuseRiverandcapture Antwerp. Thefirst
threedaysof the battlewere the most inportant for the
Germans. However, the 106th division slowed the
Gennans down at SL Vidi. The battle that oisued at SL
Vith would cost die Germans mudi in terms ofresources.
The delayand extendedbatde wouldcaused the Germans
to lose the advantagetheyhad in many of their previous
campaigns.

Uie Battle of the Bulgewas very cosdy in termsofboth
men and equipment Hider^ last ditch attemptto bring
Germany back into winning the war had friled. During this
battlethe Germanshad esqiended the majorityof there Air
powerand men. The Allieshoweverhad plenty of moi and
equipment left. With few forces left to defend "TheReich"
theGennans couldnotprolong die inevitable. Germanys
final defeatwas onlymonthsaway.

•
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BATTLE ofthe BULGE
December 16,1944 to January 25,1945

On 16 December 1944 ttie Gennans started ARDENNESOFFENSIVE. The 106thIn&ntiy
Division,in placeon a salientjutting out intoGermanywerehtt with full force. Afterthree days of
battle, two ofthe Regimoits, dte 4^dand the 423rd were surrounded. The 424th, south ofthe o&er
two raiments, was i^letowithdraw and join witti flte 112th Regunent ofthe 28tfa Infantry Division.
Ih^ formed a RegimentalCombatTeamand were succesafitl in the oncomingdays of January 194Sin
helpingcounterfoe Goman attackdrivingfoe Germansback foiou^ foesame area wherefoe 106thhad
bem in position in mid-December1SM4. This GermanOffensivebecameknown in foe U.S. Forces
journals as TheBattle cfthe Bulge.

BATTLE FACTS
• Ihe coldest,snowiestweather"in memory"in foeArdennes Foreston the German/Bdgiumborder.
• Overamillion men, 500,000 Germans, 600,000 Americans (more than fou^t atGetty^urg) and
55,000 British.
• 3 German armies, 10 corps, the equivalent of29 divisions.
• 3 Americanarmies,6 corps, the equivalentof31 divisions.
• Ihe equrvalentof3 Britishdivisions as weQ as contingents of Belgian,Canadianand Frenchtroops.
• 100,000 German casualties, killed, wounded orcaptur^
• 81,000Americancasualties,including23,554capturedand 19,000killed.
• 1,400 British casualties 200 killed.
• 800 tanks lost on each side, 1,000 German aircraft
• The MalmedyMassacre,where 86 Americansoldierswere murdered,was the worstatrocity
committedagainstAmericantroopsduringthe course of foewar in Eorqw.
• Kfydivision,the 106foInfantryDivision,averageage of 22 years, suffisred 564 killed in action, 1,246
woundedand 7,001missingin actionat foeend of the ofienshre. Most offoese casualtiesoccurred
withm foe &st foree days ofbattle, when two offoe division's three raiments was forced to surrender.
• In ifs entir^, foe"Battle of theBulge,"wasthe worstbattles- in termsof losses- to foe American
Forces in WWIL

Short History

On a winterymid-Decemberday in 1944,threepowerfulGermanarmiesplunged intofoesemi-
mountainous, heavilyforestedArdennesregionof easternBelgiumand northernLuxembourg. Iheir
goalwas to readi foesea, trap four alliedarmies,and impela n^otiated peace on foeWesternfiont

Thinkingfoe Ardenneswas foe least likelyspot for a Germanoffensive,AmericanStaff Conunanders
choseto keq) foe linefoin,so that the manpowermightconcentrateon offensivesnorthand southof foe
Ardennes.
The American linewas thinlyheld by foreedivisions and a partof a fourth,whitefoeftflh wasmakinga
local attack and a sixth was in reserve. Divisbn sectors were more than double foe width ofnormal,
defensive fronts.

EventhoughfoeGermanOffensiveadiieved total surprise, nowheredid foe American troopsgive
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groundwithouta fight Withinthree days,foedetermined American standandthe arrivalof powetfril
reinforcements insmedthat foeambitiousGermangoal was far beyondreadi.

In snowandsub-freezing temperatures foeGermans fell shortof foeirinterimobjective - foatof
reachingfoesprawlingMeoseRivo*on the fringeof the Ardennes. All foeGennans accmnplished was
to createa Bulgem the American line.In theprocess foqrerqiended irreplaceable men,tanksand
material.Four wedcs later,after grim fighting,with heavylosseson bothfoe American andGerman
sides, foe Bulge ceased to exist

BattleActionCredits: The 106foInfantryDivision wascredited witha holdtng actionthatusedmuch
of the precioustime of foeGermanOffensive. Timewasan importantandvhal ingredient in Hitler's
plan toIneak through tofoe Meuse River and then to go lorAi^erp. The first three days ofbattle were
vitaland foe 106fo Irrfimtry Divisionstowedhisadvancein foeSt Vifoarea.By doingso foe 106th
playeda largerole in thefinaldefeatof theGerman Army. Thedelayandextended battleusedso much
of foeprecious resources of foeGerman Armythat theywereneveragainableto recoupandfightfoe
styleof wartheyhadin earlierdays.Thisdelayin timewasa bigkeyin foefinaldownfeU of the
Germanplansfor HasAxARDENNES OFFENSVE. The loss of their resources,bothhumanand
equipment accelerated foeirfinaldefeatandcaused anearlyend to foelongwar inEurope.

On 16December 1944,foedayfoebattlestarted, I wasa 19yearoldSergeant, heavyrttachine gun
squad leader(30 cal water cooled) turningtwentyon Jamiary10,1945.

The 106foInfantryDivision,my division,wasspreadovera 21 milefront Normallya division cavers
fivemiles. We received foe initial thrust ofthe Germancounter-offensive.I was captured on 19
December, 1944.1spentfourmrmths as a Prisoner of War,walking over525miles,witha lossof 50
pounds of"fighting"bodyweight I was onlyina sheltered canq> foronemonthandoneweek... John
Kline

Questions, Comments- Sign in as a Guest • Please e-mail to

fattp:/Avww.miB.com/iisen9plc
IiutaIlcd3Aprltl996
Revtwd: 1 March 2002

Ccpyii^tO 1996- 2002 John Kline

htty://www.mm.com/user/jpk/battle.htm
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Bulge, Battle of the

Bulge, Battle of the
Bulge, Battle ofthe(December 1944-January 1945)> last German offensive inthewest during World War
II. Following the Normandy invasion (June1944)j Allied forces swept rapidly through France but
became stalled along theGerman border inSeptember. On December 16, taking advantage ofweather
thatkept Allied aircraft onthe ground, theGermans launched a counteroffensive tlu'ough thehilly and
twodedArdennes country and advanced 50 km(31 mi) into Belgium and Luxembourg. Theiraimwasto
divide the Americans and the Britishand retake the vitalseaport ofAntwerp. Theycreated a "bulge" in
the Allied lines,but their advancewas halted near the Meusc in late December. Managing to avoid being
cutoffbyanAllied pincer movement, theGermans wthdrewto theirown lines inJanuaiy, but hca^y
losses, including some220,000casualties, contributed to theirfinal collapse in thefollowing spring.

"Bulge, Battleof the," Micrc^ft® Encarta® OnlineEncyclopedia 2003
http://encarta.msn.com© 1997-2003 Microsoft Corporation. AllRights Reserved.

© 1993-2003 Micrc^ft Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/refpages/RefArtTextOnly.aspx?refid=761573529&print=0 5/12/2003
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May 18thhas beenset aside fortheremembranceofour American
Armed Forces. This week the Fairlleld County Museum will
exhibit the belongings of aFairfleld boy wholefthometo arrive in
Luxembourg at the fii-st onslaught of the Battle of the Bulge in
December of 1944. He did not live to see the end of his first week

on foreign soil,dyinga fewdaysbefore Christmas on the 16th. Two
regiments ofhisdivision were taken asprisoners by theGermans until
the end of the war.

From his early boyhood, William Boyce Brice dreamed of getting an
appointment to West Point. He wasthe Salutatorian of tlie 1936 graduating ^
classat Mt.Zion,a highlymotivated achiever in thelastclasstograduate from the
old 1920s brick building that burned to theground nvenly years ago. When hisappointment to themilitary acade
mydidnotmaterialize, he began hisstudies at Erskine College, moving on to West Point after hissophomore year
in Due West. During his first classyearat theAcademy, he attained tlichighrankof cadetcaptain. Upongradua
tion, he wascommissioned in theinfantry andtookhis first andultimate assignment with the 106th Division.

Boycewasbom in 1919andgrewup inWinnsboro's Zionstreetneighborhood. His widowed mother, Mrs.Eugene
D. Brice,raised fourboysandthreegirls in theancientJamesCarlisle hou.se on the westcomerof Washington and
Zion Sts. beside the Methodists' graveyard. The Scots-Irish Briceswere Fairfield Countysettlers who weregiven
landgrants in the old Douglas community just after the Revolution. Boyce'sgrandfather had practiced lawin tlie
then-flourishing rural community, his father moving intotownto settlein the Carlisle housein 1923,

Classmate J.M. "Brollier" Lyles remembers how Boyce helped with the family finances by delivering theState
Newspaper. He andhis brother madequickdeliveries from a carlpulledby the family's petShetland pony. Twoof

j his sisters. Misses Zelma and Maurice,

WES TERN' ~ fSR ™
t-ir TT"KT T house until they went tonursing homes.

^ Mr. and Mrs. Ross Burton bought the
house from the estate in the 1990s, flnd-

jg.cftic. 45 Gov7=v;iJx ifAsmsGTOn DC jA.t 12 ?i P ^ Containing Boyce's
jjURS LAusA 5 Q medals, correspondence, and West

—pRE'̂ s HIS SEEP "EGRET Poitl unifoon. These items will be onTHE sscRETART Of 'tas JillVau 3sRicE iiAS SEEN display at the muscum throughout the

uKip:^
ifASHKlGTOS DC JAS 12 51KPgiCftlO 45 GOVT^VfUX

<.i!RS LAUSA .1 3R1CE=
2C1 EAST SJASHlMGTOfi

,, ST "i '̂4nnsbo''a. S. C.

ru. ScrtETART Of ^tAR DESIRES '-£ TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP J-ECRET
that YOUR SO" FIRST LIEUtEHAST SILLI.AU 33RICE "AS ^EEN
XLdu.ssirg ih act.or s.rce
ger'Sa:iy if further OET.AILS or other niFORaATlO-I

TOU -ILL 3G PROUFTLY HOTIFIEO-
P.JHLOP ACTING THE ADJJTANT GEHERAU.

ft rMH •• f

The body of Lieutenant W. Boyce
Brice is buried in the United States

Military Cemetery in Neuville-en-
Condroz, which Is located nine miles

southwest of Liege, Belsium,



A Soldier's Story

May 18 has been set aside for the remembrance ofour American Armed Forces. This
week the Fairfield County Museum will exhibit the belongings ofaFairfield boy who left
home to arrive in Luxembourg at the first onslaught ofthe Battle ofthe Bidge in
December of1944. He did not live to see the end ofhis first week on foreign soil, dymg
afew days before Christmas on the 16*^. Two regiments ofhis division were taken as
prisoners by the Germans until the end ofthe war.

From his early boyhood, William Boyce Brice dreamed ofgetting an appointment to
West Point. He was the Salutatorian ofthe 1936graduating class at Mt. Zion, ahi^y
motivated achiever in the last class to graduate from the old 1920s brick building that
burned to the ground twenty years ago. When his appointment to the military academy
did not materialize, he began his studies at Erskine College, moving on to West Pomt
after his sophomore year in Due West. During his first class year at the Academy, he
attained the high rank ofcadet captain. Upon graduation, he w^ con^ssioned mthe
infantry and took his first and ultimate assignment with the 106' Division.

Boyce was bom in 1919 and grew up in Winnsboro's Zion street neightorhood. His
widowed mother, Mrs. Eugene D. Brice, raised four boys and three girls in the ancient
James Carlisle house on the west comer ofWashington and Zion Sts. beside the
Methodists' graveyard. The Scots-Irish Brices were Fairfield County settlers who were
given land grants in the old Douglas commumty just after the Revolution Boyce s
grandfather had practiced law in the then-flourishing rural community, his father movmg
into town to settle in the Carlisle house in 1923.

Classmate J.M. "Brother" Lyles remembers how Boyce helped with the femily finances
by delivering the State Newspaper. He and his brother made quick deliveries from acart
pulled by the femily's pet Shetland pony. Two ofhis sisters. Misses Zelma and Maunce,
never married and stayed on in the old house until they went to nursing homes. Mr. and
Mrs. Ross Burton bought the house from the estate in the 1990s, finding there atnmk
containing Boyce's medals, correspondence, and West Point uniform. These items will be
ondisplay at the museum throughout the summer.

The body ofLieutenant W. Boyce Brice is buried in the United States Milita^
Cemetery in Neuville-en-Condroz, which is located nine miles southwest ofLiege,
Belgium.
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^CFYIG 43 GOVT=:\VUX WASHINGTON DC JAN 12 515P
v^-iRS LAURA J BRICE=

'

2C1 EAST WASHIMGTON ST S. C

:THE SECRETARY OF IVAR DESIRES ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET

THAT YOUR SON FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM B BRICE HAS BEEN

REPORTED MISSING IN ACTION SINCE SIXTEEN DECEMBER IN

GERMANY IF FURTHER DETAILS OR OTHER INFORMATION ARE RECEIVED

YOU WILL BE PROMPTLY NOTIFIED=

•DUNLOP ACTING THE ADJUTANT GENERAL,
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A Soldier's Story

May 18 has been set aside for the remembrance ofour American Armed Forces. This
week the Fairfield County Museum will exhibit the belongings ofaFairfield boy who left
home to arrive in Luxembourg atthe first onslaught ofthe Battle ofthe Bulge in
December of1944. He did not live to see the end ofhis first week on foreign soil, dying
afew days before Christmas on the 16^. Two regiments ofhis division were taken as
prisoners bytheGermans until theend of the war.

From his early boyhood, William Boyce Brice dreamed ofgetting an appointment to
West Point. He was the Salutatorian of the 1936graduating class at Mt. Zion, a highly
motivated achiever inthe last class tograduate ftom the old 1920s brick building that
burned to the ground twenty years ago. When his appointment to the military academy
did not materialize, he began his studies at Erskine College, moving on to West Point
after his sophomore year in Due West. During his first class year at the Academy, he
attained the high rank ofcadet cq)tain- Upon graduation, he was comr^sioned in the
infantry and took his first and ultimate assignment with the 106 '̂' Division.

Boyce was bom in 1919 and grew up in Winnsboro's Zion street neighborhood. His
widowed mother, Mrs. Eugene D. Brice, raised four boys and three girls in the ancient
James Carlisle house onthe west comer ofWashington and Zion Sts. beside the
Methodists' graveyard. The Scots-Irish Brices were Fairfield County settlers who were
given land grants in the old Douglas commumty just after the Revolution- Boyce s
grandfather had practiced law in the then-flourishing rural community, his father moving
into town to settle in the Carlisle house in 1923.

Classmate J.M. "Brother" Lyles remembers how Boyce helped with the toily finances
by delivering the State Newspaper. He and his brother made quick deliveries fi'om acart
pulled by the femily's pet Shetland pony. Two ofhis sisters. Misses Zelma and Maurice,
never married and stayed on in the old house until they went to nursing homes. Mr. and
Mrs. Ross Burton bought the house from the estate in the 1990s, finding there a trunk
containing Boyce's medals, correspondence, and West Point uniform. These items will be
on display at the museum throughout the summer.

The body ofLieutenant W. Boyce Brice is buried in the United States Militapr
Cemetery in Neuville-en-Condroz, which is located nine miles southwest ofLiege,
Belgium.



Class of Service

This is a {ulliate
Telegram or Cable
CTam unless its dc*
ferred character is in«
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre
ceding the address.

^ (
A. N. W1L.I-IAMS

PRESIDENT

NEWCOMB CARLTON
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

1201

^83J>A
J. C. WILUEVER

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

SYMBOLS

DL"Day Letter

NT=Ovem!ehtTel«*ram

LC"DeferredCable

KLT"Cable Night Letter

Ship Radiogram

The filing time shown in the date line on telegramsand day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destinatio

^CFYIO 43 GOVT=WUX WASHINGTON DC JAN 12 518P

LAURA J BRICE=

'• 2C1 EAST WASHINGTON ST

THE SECRETARY OF WAR DESIRES ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET
THAT YOUR SON FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM 3 BRICE HAS BEEN
REPORTED MISSING IN ACTION SINCE SIXTEEN DECEMBER IN

GERMANY IF FURTHER DETAILS OR OTHER INFORMATION ARt RECEI
YOU WILL BE PROMPTLY NOTIFIED=

OUNLOP ACTING THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.

THE COMPANY TFILD APPRECIATE BUG' 'ONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS 8ERVICB
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Cadet Brice
In''Life''

Pictured in last week's Li-fe
(page 35, bottom, center) was
Cadet Boyce Brice,. son. of Mrs.
E. D. Brice of Wirinsboro, who is
a rising senior at the United
States Military Academy. Cadet
Brice was an attendant at one of
the 25 West Point weddings that
took place. on graduation day.
Three hundred seventy-four
"Pointers" received diplomas, be
came 2nd lieutenants. This is
the second time that a Life pho
tographer has snapped Cadet


